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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

^ 1 . device for applying a product, the device comprising: 

a receptacfe body defining a reservoir configured to contain a product; 
an application\element configured to apply a product to a surface; 
a cavity in flow ctommunication with the reservoir and configured to receive the 
application element; and 

a support element ori\which the application element is mounted, 
wherein the support element is mounted to pivot relative to the receptacle body 
between a first position whereimthe application element is received in the cavity and a 
second position wherein the application element is at least partially exposed so as to be 
capable of coming into contact with\a surface to which product is to be applied. 



The device of claim 1 , wherein the receptacle body is configured to be used 



as a handle for holding the device during application of product to the surface. 

I/ 3. The device of claim 1 , wherein the support element is configured to close the 

cavity when the support element is in the first position. 



/ 



4. The device of claim 1 , wherein the support element is configured to 
hermetically seal the cavity when the support elbment is in the first position. 
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5. The cjevice of claim 4, further comprising a sealing member configured to 
provide the hermetic\sealing when the support element is in the first position. 



v 6. The device\of claim 1 , wherein the support element is configured to pivot over 

an angle of at least approximately 120 degrees. 



7. The device of claim 1 , wherein the application element is made of a 



• % q compressible material. 



*F i_ 8. The device of claim % wherein the application element is configured to be in 
m a compressed configuration when the support element is in the first position. 



9. The device of claim 7, wherein the application element is 
t,k configured to be in an uncompressed configuration when the support element is in the first 
position. 



material 



10. The device of claim 1 , wherein the application element is made of a sintered 



/ 



1 1 . The device of claim 1 , further comprising a hinge member associated with the 
support element, the support element being configured to pivot about the hinge member. 
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1 2. The device of claim 1 1 , 



wherein the hinge member comprises a film hinge. 



1 3. The qevice of claim 1 1 , further comprising a head portion associated with the 
^ receptacle body, wherein the hinge member connects the support element to the head 
portion. 



14. The device of claim 1 1 , wherein the hinge member connects the support 
Iq element to the receptacle b\>dy. 

i 

in 

C ^/ 1 5. The device of cl^m 1 1 , wherein the hinge member comprises at least one 

W pivot configured to pivot in a housing. 



D 
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v/ 1 6. The device of claim 1 1 , wherein the hinge member is configured to snap- 



Li 



fasten to one of the support element and the receptacle body. 



^ 1 7. The device of claim \ 1 , wherein the hinge member is spring-biased. 



^ 1 8. The device of claim 1 , wnprein the receptacle body is made of a relatively 

flexible material. 



1 9. The device of claim 1 , wherei\the receptacle body is made of a relatively 
rigid material. 
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y 20. Th^ device of claim 1 , further comprising a securing mechanism for securing 

the support element in the first position. 

21 . The device of claim 20, wherein the securing mechanism comprises a snap- 
fastener. 



22. The device of craim 1 , further comprising a securing mechanism for securing 



q the support element in the second position. 



23. The device of claim 22, wherein the securing mechanism comprises a snap- 



py fastener. 



i 



fsj 24. The device of claim 1 , wherein a longitudinal axis of the cavity is substantially 



p parallel to a longitudinal axis of the receptacle body. 



y 25. The device of claim 24, wherein the longitudinal axis of the cavity is 

substantially coincident with the longitudinahaxis of the receptacle body. 



v 



26. The device of claim 1 , wherein a longitudinal axis of the cavity is at an angle 
relative to the longitudinal axis of the receptaclepody. 
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\/ 27. The 'device of claim 26, wherein the longitudinal axis of the cavity is 

\ 

substantially perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the receptacle body. 



28. The device \>f claim 1 , wherein the device is configured such that flow of a 
product from the reservoir fato the cavity is along a direction that is substantially 
perpendicular to an axis about which the support element is configured to pivot. 
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29. The device of claim 1 , wherein a longitudinal axis of the application element 
is substantially parallel to a longitudinal axis of the receptacle body when the support 



element is in the second position. 



t/7 



30. The device of claim 1 , wherein a longitudinal axis of the application element 
forms a non-zero angle with a longitudinal axis of the receptacle body when the support 
element is in the second position. 



^ 31 . The device of claim 1 , whereintthe support element is configured to pivot 
through an angle of at least approximately 21® degrees when the support element is 
moved from the first position to the second position. 



]/ 32. The device of claim 1 , wherein the cavity is defined at least partially by a wall 
defining at least one opening. 
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y/ 33. The, device of claim 32, wherein the at least one opening provides the flow 
communication between the cavity and the reservoir. 



V 



34. The device^ of claim 32, wherein the at least one opening comprises a 
plurality of openings. 



y 35. The device of cl^im 32, wherein the at least one opening comprises at least 
one capillary opening. 



4= 36. The device of claim 3p, wherein the application element is compressible and 

50 the device is configured such that prpduct flows through the at least one opening during 
JL ^expansion of the application element ^rom a compressed configuration to an 



SO 

f s 



uncompressed configuration when the^upport element moves from the first position to the 
second position. 

\/ 37. The device of claim 1 , further comprising a product in the reservoir. 

f 38. The device of claim 37, wherdjin the product is chosen from a cosmetic 

product and a care product. 



V 



39. The device of claim 4, wherein the support element is configured to pivot over 
an angle of at least approximately 180 degrees 
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*J 40. The deviop of claim 1 , further comprising a head portion associated with the 

receptacle body, the heaYl portion defining the cavity. 



41 . The device of claim 40, wherein the head portion defines an internal passage 
configured to place the cavity m flow communication with the reservoir. 



42. The device of claim 40, wherein the receptacle body comprises a neck 



q portion and the head portion is configured to engage with the neck portion. 

f n 

=5 y 43. The device of claim 40, wherein the head portion and the receptacle body are 
formed as a single piece. 
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44. The device of claim 40, whererp the head portion is removably attached to the 
receptacle body. 



45. A method of applying a product to a surface, the method 



/ice of claim 1 ; J 



comprising: 

providing the device 

flowing a product toward the cavity to place the product in contact with 
at least a portion of the application element positioned in the cavity so as to load at least a 
portion of the application element with the product; 

placing the support element in the second positiorV and 
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placing at least the loaded portion of the application element in contact with a 
surface so as to apply product to the surface. 



46. The method of claim 45, wherein the placing of the support element in the 
second position comprises pivoting the support element relative to the receptacle body. 

47. The method of claim 45, wherein the placing of the application element in 
contact with the surface comprises holding the receptacle body. 

48. The method of clatm 45, wherein the placing of the support element in the 
second position comprises securing the support element in the second position. 
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49. The method of claim 45\ wherein the flowing of the product toward the cavity 
comprises exerting pressure on an outside of the receptacle body. 



50. The method of claim 45, wherein the application element is compressible and 
the flowing of the product toward the cavity comprises permitting the application element to 
expand from a compressed configuration to an uncompressed configuration. 

51 . The method of claim 45, further comprising placing the support element in the 
first position after the product has been applied tathe surface. 
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52. The method of claim 51 , wherein the placing of the support element in the 
first position comprises securing the support element in the first position. 

53. The method of claim 52, wherein the securing of the support element in the 
first position comprises snap\fastening the support element relative to the receptacle body. 

54. The method of claim 45, wherein the flowing of the product toward the cavity 
comprises flowing the product through at least one opening defined in a wall defining the 
cavity. 

55. The method of claim 45, vtyierein the product is chosen from a 
cosmetic product and a care product. 

56. The method of claim 45, whereVi the placing of the application element in 
contact with the surface comprises placing the application element in contact with at least 
one of skin, hair, at least one toenail, and at least one fingernail. 



V 



57. A device for applying a product, the pevice comprising: 
a receptacle body defining a reservoir configured to contain a product; 
an application element configured to apply a product to a surface; 
a cavity in flow communication with the reservoir and configured to receive the 
application element; and 
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a support element on which the application element is mounted, 

wherein the support element is mounted to move between a first position wherein 

the application element k received in the cavity and a second position wherein the 

application element is at least partially exposed so as to be capable of coming into contact 

with a surface to which product is to be applied, and 

wherein the receptacle body is configured to be used as a handle portion for holding 

the device during application of product to the surface when the support element is in the 

second position. 



^0 



^ 58. The device of claim 5\, wherein the support element is configured to close 

the cavity when the support element \s in the first position. 

S 59. The device of claim 57, wfterein the support element is configured to 
hermetically seal the cavity when the support element is in the first position. 



60. The device of claim 59, furthencomprising a sealing member configured to 
provide the hermetic sealing when the support element is in the first position. 



61 . The device of claim 57, wherein the support element is configured to pivot 
^/ over an angle of at least approximately 120 degrees during movement of the support 
element between the first position and the second position. 
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y 62. The device of claim 57, wherein the application element is made of a 
compressible material. 

i 

]/ 63. The device of claim 62, wherein the application element is configured to be in 
a compressed configuration when the support element is in the first position. 



64. The device of claim 62, wherein\the application element is configured to be in 
an uncompressed configuration when the support element is in the first position. 



m 



65. The device of claim 57, wherein the application element is made of a sintered 
material. 
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66. The device of claim 57, further comprising a hinge member associated with 
the support element, the support element being configured to pivot about the hinge 
member. 



V 



67. The device of claim 66, wherein the hinge member comprises a film hinge. 



68. The device of claim 66, further comprising a head portion associated with the 
^ receptacle body, wherein the hinge member connects the support element to the head 
portion. 
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69. The device qf claim 66, wherein the hinge member connects the support 
element to the receptacle body. 

^ 70. The device of cl^im 66, wherein the hinge member comprises at least one 
pivot configured to pivot within k housing. 



]/~ 71 . The device of claim 66, wherein the hinge member is configured to snap- 

p fasten to one of the support element^md the receptacle body. 



72. The device of claim 66, wraerein the hinge member is spring-biased. 



rn 
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L . / 73. The device of claim 57, where\n the receptacle body is made of a relatively 
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flexible material. 



74. The device of claim 57, wherein the receptacle body is made of a relatively 



rigid material. 

^ 75. The device of claim 57, further comprising a securing mechanism for securing 
the support element in the first position. 

^/ 76. The device of claim 75, wherein the securfpg mechanism comprises a snap- 

fastener. 
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77. The device of claim 57, further comprising a securing mechanism for securing 



the support element \n the second position. 

]/ 78. The devic^ of claim 77, wherein the securing mechanism comprises a snap- 

fastener. 



^ 79. The device oly claim 57, wherein a longitudinal axis of the cavity is 
rg substantially parallel to a longitudinal axis of the receptacle body. 
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80. The device of claim 79, wherein the longitudinal axis of the cavity is 



a 

£3 



substantially coincident with the longitudinal axis of the receptacle body. 



81 . The device of claim 57, wherein a longitudinal axis of the cavity is at an angle 



relative to the longitudinal axis of the receptacle body. 



82. The device of claim 81 , whekein the longitudinal axis of the cavity is 
substantially perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the receptacle body. 



/ 



83. The device of claim 57, wherein\the device is configured such that flow of a 
product from the reservoir into the cavity is along a direction that is substantially 
perpendicular to an axis about which the support element is configured to move relative to 
the receptacle body. 
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84. The device of Qlaim 57, wherein a longitudinal axis of the application element 
is substantially parallel to a lonaitudinal axis of the receptacle body when the support 
element is in the second positioV 



85. The device of claim 57, wherein a longitudinal axis of the application element 
forms a non-zero angle with a longitudinal axis of the receptacle body when the support 
element is in the second position. 
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86. The device of claim 57, wherein the support element is configured to pivot 
through an angle of at least approximately 210 degrees when the support element is 
moved from the first position to the seconcnposition. 



87. The device of claim 57, whereir\the cavity is defined at least partially by a 
wall defining at least one opening. 



88. The device of claim 87, wherein tap at least one opening provides the flow 
communication between the cavity and the reserWoir. 



V 



89. The device of claim 87, wherein the pt least one opening comprises a 
plurality of openings. 
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90. The deyice of claim 87, wherein the at least one opening comprises at least 
one capillary opening. 



91 . The device W claim 90, wherein the application element is compressible and 
the device is configured such that product flows through the at least one opening and 
during expansion of the application element from a compressed configuration to an 
uncompressed configuration v^hen the support element moves from the first position to the 
second position. 



I/" 



92. The device of claim 5"A, further comprising a product in the reservoir. 



\/ 93 - The device of claim 92, 
product and a care product. 



lerein the product is chosen from a cosmetic 



94. The device of claim 57, further comprising a head portion associated with the 
receptacle body, the head portion defining ir\e cavity. 

V 95. The device of claim 94, wherein the head portion defines an internal passage 

configured to place the cavity in flow communication with the reservoir. 



96. The device of claim 94, wherein the\receptacle body comprises a neck 
portion and the head portion is configured to engage with the neck portion. 
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97. The device of claim 94, wherein the head portion and the receptacle body are 
formed as a single pi^ce. 

98. The device of claim 94, wherein the head portion is removably attached to the 
receptacle body. \ 



99. A method of applying a product to a surface: 
providing the device of claim 57; 

flowing a product toward \he cavity to place product in contact with at 
least a portion of the application element positioned in the cavity so as 
to load said at least a portion of theyapplication element with the product; 

placing the support element iiyhe second position; and 

placing at least the loaded portibn of the application element in contact with a 
surface so as to apply product to the surface. 

100. The method of claim 99, wherein the placing of the support element in the 
second position comprises pivoting the support element relative to the receptacle body. 

101. The method of claim 99, wherein the placing of the application element in 
contact with the surface comprises holding the receptacle body. 
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102. The method of claim 99, wherein the placing of the support element in the 
second position comprises securing the support element in the second position. 

1 03. The method of claim 99, wherein the flowing of the product from toward the 
cavity comprises exerting pressure on an outside of the receptacle body. 

104. The method onclaim 99, wherein the application element is compressible and 
the flowing of the product toward the cavity comprises permitting the application element to 
expand from a compressed configuration to an uncompressed configuration. 

105. The method of clairA99, further comprising placing the support element in the 
first position after the product has Been applied to the surface. 

\ * v 

106. The method of claim 10b, wherein the placing of the support element in the 
first position comprises securing the support element in the first position. 



107. The method of claim 106, wherein the securing of the support element in the 
first position comprises snap-fastening the support element relative to the receptacle body. 



108. The method of claim 99, wherein the flowing of the product toward the cavity 
comprises flowing the product through at least one opening defined in a wall defining the 
cavity. \ 
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109. Th^ method of claim 99, wherein the product is chosen from a 

\ 
\ 

cosmetic product ^nd a care product. 

110. The method of claim 99, wherein the placing of the application element in 
contact with the surface comprises placing the application element in contact with at least 
one of skin, hair, at least one toenail, and at least one fingernail. 



*5 1 1 1 . A device for applying a product, the device comprising: 

jjp a receptacle body pefining a reservoir configured to contain a product; 

i 1/ 

4= an application elemtent configured to apply a product; 
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a cavity in flow communication with the reservoir and configured to receive the 
application element; and 

a support element on vfchich the application element is mounted, the support 
element being connected to the receptacle body; 

wherein the support element is mounted to move between a first position wherein 
the application element is received in the cavity and a second position wherein the 
application element is at least partially exposed so as to be capable of coming into contact 
with a surface to which product is to be applied, and 

wherein the support elements configured to remain connected to the receptacle 
body in the second position. 

112. The device of claim 1 1 ll, wherein the receptacle body is configured to be 

used as a handle for holding the devic^ during application of product to a surface. 
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113. The device of claim 111, wherein the support element is configured to close 
the cavity when the support element is in the first position. 



^ 114. The devic& of claim 111, wherein the support element is configured to 

hermetically seal the cavity when the support element is in the first position. 

115. The device of o|aim 114, further comprising a sealing member configured to 
provide the hermetic sealing vOdien the support element is in the first position. 

^ 116. The device of claimvl 1 1 , wherein the support element is configured to pivot 
between the first position and the second position. 



117. The device of claim 1 1 1\ wherein the application element is made of a 

CO 

compressible material. 



y^/ 118. The device of claim 117, wherein the application element is configured to be 

in a compressed configuration when the sibport element is in the first position. 

1 1 9. The device of claim 1 1 7, wherein the application element is 
yf configured to be in an uncompressed configuration when the support element is in the first 
position. 
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120. The device of claim 111, wherein the application element is made of a 
sintered material. 



121 . The device of claim 1 1 \, further comprising a hinge member associated with 



the support element, the support element being configured to pivot about the hinge 
member. 



O 



m 

b 

ru 
w 



j^/ 1 22. The device of claim 121, wherein the hinge member comprises a film hinge. 1 

J 1 23. The device of claim 121, further comprising a head portion associated with 
the receptacle body, wherein the hinge member connects the support element to the head 
portion. 

J 124. The device of claim 121, wherein the hing)p member connects the support 
element to the receptacle body. 



1 25. The device of claim 121, wherein the hinge mpmber comprises at least one 
pivot configured to pivot within a housing. 



126. The device of claim 121 , wherein the hinge mepiber is configured to snap- 
fasten to one of the support element and the receptacle body. 
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127. The device\)f claim 121, wherein the hinge member is spring-biased. 



128. The device of qjaim 111, wherein the receptacle body is made of a relatively 
flexible material. 



\/ 1 29. The device of claim ^11, wherein the receptacle body is made of a relatively 

rigid material. 
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1 30. The device of claim 111, further comprising a securing mechanism for 
securing the support element in the first position. 

j 131. The device of claim 1 30, wherein the securing mechanism comprises a snap- 
fastener. 

v/ 132. The device of claim 111, further comprising a securing mechanism for 
securing the support element in the second positior 



V 



133. The device of claim 132, wherein the securing mechanism comprises a snap- 



fastener. 



v 



1 34. The device of claim 111, wherein a longitudinal axis of the cavity is 
substantially parallel to a longitudinal axis of the receptacle body. 
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135. The device of claim 134, wherein the longitudinal axis of the cavity is 
substantially coincident wi\h the longitudinal axis of the receptacle body. 
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1 36. The device of claim 111, wherein a longitudinal axis of the cavity is at an 
angle relative to the longitudina\axis of the receptacle body. 

\f 1 37. The device of claim 1^6, wherein the longitudinal axis of the cavity is 
substantially perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the receptacle body. 

^ 1 38, The device of claim 111, vfcherein the device is configured such that flow of a 
product from the reservoir into the cavity Is along a direction that is substantially 
perpendicular to an axis about which the support element is configured to pivot during 
movement of the support element between we first position and the second position. 

1 39. The device of claim 111, whereirl a longitudinal axis of the application 
element is substantially parallel to a longitudina\axis of the receptacle body when the 
support element is in the second position. 



140. The device of claim 111, wherein a longitudinal axis of the application 
element forms a non-zero angle with a longitudinal pxis of the receptacle body when the 
support element is in the second position. 
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141 . The devic^of claim 111, wherein the support element is configured to pivot 
^ through an angle of at lea^t approximately 210 degrees when the support element is 
moved from the first position to the second position. 



t/^ 142. The device of claim 111, wherein the cavity is defined at least partially by a 
wall defining at least one opening. 



143. The device of claim M2, wherein the at least one opening provides the flow 
communication between the cavity and the reservoir. 
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<y 144. The device of claim 142, vyherein the at least one opening comprises a 
plurality of openings. 




145. The device of claim 142, wherein the at least one opening comprises at least 
one capillary 'opening. 



146. The device of claim 145, wherein the application element is compressible and 
the device is configured such that product flow^ through the at least one opening during 
]^ expansion of the application element from a compressed configuration to an 

uncompressed configuration when the support element moves from the first position to the 
second position. 
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\A1 \ The device of c|aim 111, further comprising a product in the reservoir. 

\ 

\y 148. The device of claifyi 147, wherein the product is chosen from a cosmetic 

product and a care product. 

149. The device of claim 1 \6, wherein the support element is configured to pivot 
over an angle of at least approximated 120 degrees. 
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\X 1 50. The device of claim 111, further comprising a head portion associated with 
the receptacle body, the head portion defining the cavity. 

1 51 . The device of claim 1 50, whereira the head portion defines an internal 

ru 

rg passage configured to place the cavity in flow communication with the reservoir. 
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1 52. The device of claim 1 50, wherein the receptacle body comprises a neck 
portion and the head portion is configured to engage with a neck portion. 

l/ 1 53. The device of claim 1 50, wherein the hqad portion and the receptacle body 
are formed as a single piece. 

1 54. The device of claim 1 50, wherein the head portion is removably attached to 
the receptacle body. 
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155. A method of applying a product to a surface, the method comprising: 
providing the device of claim 111; 

flowing a product toward the cavity to place the product in contact with at least a 
portion of the application element positioned in the cavity so as to load said at least a 
portion of the application element with the product; 

placing the support element in ilhe second position; and 
placing at least the loaded portion of the application element in contact with a 
surface so as to apply product to the suiiace. 

156. The method of claim 155, wherein the placing of the support element in the 
second position comprises pivoting the support element relative to the receptacle body. 

157. The method of claim 155, wherein the placing the application element in 
contact with the surface comprises holding the receptacle body. 

1 58. The method of claim 1 55, wherein the placing of the support element in the 
second position comprises securing the support element in the second position. 

1 59. The method of claim 1 55, wherein the flowing of the product toward the cavity 
comprises exerting pressure on an outside of the receptacle body. 
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160. The method of claim 155, wherein the application element is compressible 
and the flowing of the product toward the cavity comprises permitting the application 
element to expand from aV;ompressed configuration to an uncompressed configuration. 

1 61 . The method onclaim 1 55, further comprising placing the support element in 
the first position after the proouct has been applied to the surface. 

162. The method of claim 161, wherein the placing of the support element in the 
first position comprises securing the support element in the first position. 

163. The method of claim 162, wherein the securing of the support element in the 
first position comprises snap-fastenina the support element relative to the receptacle body. 

164. The method of claim 1 55, wherein the flowing of the product toward the cavity 
comprises flowing the product through at l^ast one opening defined in a wall defining the 
cavity. 

1 65. The method of claim 1 55, wherein the product is chosen from a 
cosmetic product and a care product. 
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166. The method of claim 155, wherein the placing of the application element in 
contact with the surface comprises placing the application element in contact with at least 
one of skin, hair, at least one toenail, and at least one fingernail. 
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